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Summary: Technology & Innovation Roundtable Workshop-27 July 2015 

 

The Self Care Alliance (SCA) kicked off the first in what will be a series of roundtable workshops. Entitled 

“The Role of Technology and Innovation in Supporting Self Care in the Australian Health and Care Sector”, it 

brought together 30 invited participants drawn from Health and Care, Government, Business and Academia 

to discuss opportunities for technology and innovation to contribute improved health outcomes for all 

Australians.  The event was sponsored by Intel and 1 in 4 Lives and we thank them for their support and 

involvement. 

Our two keynote speakers Dr Bronwyn Evans, CEO of Standards Australia and Chair of the Industry Growth 

Centre for Medical Technologies and Pharmaceuticals and Professor Anthony Maeder, Professor of Health 

Informatics at the University of Western Sydney and previously Research Director of the CSIRO eHealth 

Research Centre in Brisbane and a Fulbright Scholar stimulated thinking around the topic with interesting 

presentations.  They were then joined in a panel session  by Dr George Margelis, Health and Life Sciences 

Lead, Intel Australia and Mr Gary Morgan, Director MPTI Group and Chair 1 in 4 Lives Collaborative. This led 

into a workshop session facilitated by Robert Lippiatt, Convenor of the Self Care Alliance. 

The open discussion that followed involved all participants in an extremely stimulating exchange of ideas 

and experiences that challenged the status quo. It also opened up new avenues of thinking across various 

domains in the health and care sector.  Given the wide ranging representation in the room the comments 

overwhelmingly challenged current ‘silo’ views and opened up new angles and conversations about self 

care and the role of technology and innovation in facilitating and supporting it into the future.  A number of 

key takeaways were identified.  These provide a base for follow-on activities on this topic.  These include: 

 The need for solutions and models to be consumer-centric (not technology-driven)  

 How do we look at and tap into the community of knowledge that’s available? And go about getting the 

data that is available and render it in ways that are of use to consumers? 

• We’re good at rolling out technology but we’re weak at the other areas surrounding & supporting it. So 

what needs to change? 

• Self Care is about consumer behaviour and consumer choice- How can we engage Consumers to help 

us learn more about them and to help us design solutions that work for them? 

• Technology will open a ‘Pandora’s box’ of opportunity given we are in a globalised world, so if we can 

get it right solutions will not just be for Australia. 
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Many other areas were discussed by participants and the Roundtable has provided a base upon which the 

Self Care Alliance can build ongoing conversations and collaborations to progress the work of this 

successful Roundtable.  

A working group is being established to develop ongoing activities around each of the takeaway issues and 

to begin identifying opportunities. 

 

If you would like additional information please contact us at: info@SelfCareAlliance.org.au  

 

mailto:info@SelfCareAlliance.org.au

